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T H E

P R E S I D E N T ’ S

P A G E

Jiri Moskala

Winning Through
W eakness

n Planet Earth, a fierce
war continues between
good and evil, truth
and lie, light and darkness,
Jesus Christ and Satan, followers of God and followers of our
enemy. On the cross, Jesus decisively
won this war. However, the conflict
continues, as Satan and his allies
desperately seek to reverse the
results of that crucial battle.
Rest assured, God is not abandoning us to our adversary. Though
we could not defeat him, Jesus could
and did. Still, the foe persists. This
world is the battlefield, but the scope
of the warfare embraces the universe; thus Paul speaks of Earth
being a “spectacle to the whole universe” (1 Cor. 4:9, NIV). He encourages us to put on the armor of God
(Eph. 6:10-18), because our battle is
against not only fellow humans, but
also the powers of darkness.
What are the weapons we are to
use against the forces of the fallen
angel? Can Satan be defeated by
arguments? Can he be defeated by
logic or proclamations? No, because

against each argument is a
counter-argument; to corner someone with facts has
no lasting results. If Satan could be
defeated by arguing, God would
have done it a long time ago. He is,
after all, the absolute Truth.
Can Satan be defeated by force?
Never! Nothing would please him
more than to face force in whatever
form! He wants to accuse God of
using force. Of course, Satan could
be silenced by Gods power if God
chose to do so, because the omnipotent Creator is also the Mighty Warrior. However, Satan would then
accuse God of not playing fair. God
would not be meeting him on a level
playing field.
To understand what Satan is getting at, lets observe two boys fighting. One, older and more muscular
than his opponent, wins, and boasts,
“I am stronger; I won!” A bystander
approaches the haughty boy and
asks, “Who won?” “I won,” the bigger
boy boasts. “Who is stronger?” asks
the elderly man. “I am,” the boy
replies proudly. The elderly man
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nario disturbs us! How is it that the
omnipotent God did not protect his
servant, but instead gave him into
the powerful destroying hands of
Satan? We revolt against God’s reply
to Satan: “‘Very w ell,. . . everything
he has is in your hands’” (Job 1:12,
NIV; see also Job 2:6).
We would like to see God intervene—silence Satan’s accusations
and prevent him from harming Job.
We wish that God would stop the
abuse of children, rape, murders, suffering, car accidents, plane crashes,
pain, violence, and many other tragic
events. Don’t wait, God; stop them at
once! We all, whatever our nationality, wherever our home, ask poignant
questions in times of tragedies, loss,
and war: “Where is God? Where was
he when my son was killed?” “Where
was he when my wife died because of
cancer?” “Where was he when my
daughter was raped and murdered?”
How often we wonder why our
Almighty God allows these tragedies.
We either do not know or forget that
Satan can be defeated only by someone
who is weaker than he. Herein is found
the reason for the incarnation!
The God of the whole universe
had to become weak in order to
defeat evil. Only with the frailties of
humanity could he defeat Satan. On
the cross of Calvary, the God who
created heaven and Earth demonstrated his love, truth, and justice.
Oh, yes, he could have come down;
could have exercised his power to

relies, “Are you not ashamed to beat
someone who is weaker than you?”
Now, back to the cosmic confrontation between God and Satan.
If God were to use force to gain victory, Satan would be the first to confront the Lord with sharp words of
defiance: “God, are you not ashamed
to beat me? After all I am weaker
than you. You won not because of
truth, but because you are more
powerful than I!”
Satan and his allies draw evil
weapons from an ugly arsenal to use
against God. They charge him with
being ambitious, proud, selfish; of
using lies, deceit, violence, anger,
hatred, prejudice, racism, and terrorism. Of course, God would never
employ these ugly weapons!
Satan can be overcome only by
love, truth, justice, freedom, and
order. God uses only this arsenal; he
uses only clean and pure weapons.
Satan, however, exercises any means
and any strategy necessary—including fear, pain, torture, suffering,
abuse, false wonders, unsound
teaching, and murder.
The Why of the Incarnation
In the Book of Job, God is presented as the one who is for us and
Satan as the one against us. When
Satan attacks Job’s integrity—stating that Job serves God hypocritically, that is, only because of the
blessings God showers on Job, God
allows Satan to harm Job. This sce-
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turn the mocking mob into Jello!
But he didn’t. He didn’t because the
Great Controversy was not to be
won by power. It was to be won by
truth—by Truth incarnate in the
person of the suffering Saviour. The
suffering God, hanging on Calvary,
is a victorious God!
Only the Lamb can overcome the
dragon and wild beasts paraded
before the reader in the Book of Revelation. What a paradox! Sin started
with pride, but is to be overcome by
humility (Phil. 2:5-11). In the story
of Job, only Job himself, who is
weaker than the devil, can refute
Satan’s argument and thus prove that
God is right. Job overcame the devil
not because he was so good or so
strong, but because he totally surrendered his life to God. He did this in
full confidence and trust in the God
who gave him strength and victory.
Paul says it eloquently: “When I
am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor.
12:10, NIV). When in our weakness
we cling to God, we are strong.
When we realize our complete
dependence on God, when we
hum bly adm it and accept our
fragility, when we trust God and not
ourselves and allow him to work in
our lives, victory is ours, because he
fights for us! This battle we cannot
win unless we stay in a close personal relationship with him. We
need to fight the good fight of faith
(1 Tim. 6:12), not against sin, but
for a close relationship with Christ,

who only can give us victory. W ithout Christ we are not able to overcome temptations and bear good
fruit to eternity (John 15:5-8). It is
like the darkness in a room. We cannot fight against it, thinking that by
force darkness will be banished;
rather we need to turn on the light
and the darkness will be gone.
An Astute Observation
George Bernard Shaw once
observed that he could overcome
everything except temptation—a wry
but all-too-astute observation. We
must not lament that Satan, sin, and
evil—our powerful enemies—are
stronger than we. Rather, we must
recognize that only in total submission to God—by the resignation of
our own power, strength, achievements, and abilities—is our strength.
It is then that we are allowing God to
fight for us (Ex. 14:14). He can give
us victory, because he is the Victor.
He came to earth with a clear purpose—to save us from sin, not in sin
(Matt. 1:21). In him and because of
him, we are victors (Rev. 12:11).
Glory be to God! Victory is his!
Therefore, if someone boasts, let him
boast in the Lord (Jer. 9:23, 24)! The
Lamb of God has the final word in the
cosmic controversy between good
and evil: ‘“They will make war against
the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of
lords and King of kings’” (Rev. 17:14,
NIV).
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